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Panish Shea & Boyle LLP is a nationally‐recognized personal injury law firm representing
plaintiffs in wrongful death, catastrophic injury, products liability, mass torts/class action, sexual
abuse, and business litigation cases.
Founded in 2005 by Brian Panish, Adam Shea and Kevin Boyle, the attorneys of Panish Shea &
Boyle LLP have dedicated themselves to obtaining justice for clients who are often dealing with a
life‐altering injury, death of a family member or other challenges caused by the wrongful act of
another.
With this mission at the heart of its work, the firm has obtained some of the most significant
verdicts and settlements for plaintiffs in United States history, often taking on large corporations
and government entities whose negligence causes our clients' injuries, and holds them
accountable.
Since 2010 alone, Panish Shea & Boyle LLP has obtained more than $3 billion in verdicts and
settlements including a $160.5 million jury verdict for a man who suffered a traumatic brain
injury as a result of a vicious beating by security personnel for a nightclub, a $53 million jury
verdict for two brothers who were severely injured following a near head‐on collision with a
CRST big rig, a $41.8 million jury verdict in a case involving a U.S. Air Force Captain who suffered
catastrophic injuries after being struck from behind while on his motorcycle by a Southern
California Gas Company truck, a $39.5 million settlement for a college student who was
catastrophically injured after suffering heat stroke during an outdoor class at California State
University San Bernardino, a $36.5 million jury verdict in a big‐rig crash that left a woman with
severe spinal cord injuries, a $32.5 million verdict for a man who suffered a below the knee
amputation after being hit by a tractor trailer, a $28.5 million settlement for a special needs
student who was catastrophically injured after being struck by a vehicle while under the care and
supervision of Victor Elementary School District personnel, a $23.7 million bench trial award for a
Southern California man and his wife after the man suffered a lower leg amputation as a result of
being struck by a 28‐foot utility truck while riding his motorcycle, a $23.5 million settlement for
the family of an autistic teenager who died of hyperthermia after being left all day alone on a
school bus, a $20.5 million jury verdict for the mother of a teenager killed when he was hit by a
vehicle while walking to an improperly located bus stop, a $19.8 million jury verdict for a young
man who suffered burn and traumatic brain injuries when his rental home exploded as a result
of Southern California Gas Company negligence, and a $17.845 million award in a wrongful death
case involving four family members killed when a Marine jet crashed into their home.
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Panish Shea & Boyle LLP is consistently ranked among the best plaintiff's law firms in the country
by U.S. News & World Report where it has been recognized as a 'Tier One' law firm ‐‐ the highest
ranking a firm can receive ‐‐ in the areas of Plaintiffs' Mass Tort Litigation/Class Actions, Plaintiffs'
Personal Injury Litigation, Plaintiffs' Product Liability Litigation, Insurance Law, and Aviation Law.
The firm is also honored to have been recently named 'Personal Injury Law Firm of the Year' by
National Law Journal at the 2020 Elite Trial Lawyer Awards in recognition of the firm's exemplary
and cutting‐edge work on behalf of plaintiffs.
Firm attorneys consistently serve in leadership role in some of the largest personal injury cases in
the country and are frequently recognized as among the best trial lawyers, both in California and
the nation, with Lawyer of the Year honors from various organizations including the Consumer
Attorneys of California, the Consumer Attorneys Association of Los Angeles, the American Board
of Trial Advocates‐Los Angeles Chapter, California Lawyer Magazine and Best Lawyers.
EXAMPLES OF PRESENT LEADERSHIP ROLES
JUUL Labs Product Cases; JCCP 5052; Lead Case No. 19STCV22935; Superior Court of the State of
California, County of Los Angeles (Firm is serving as court appointed Public Entity Plaintiffs' Co‐
Lead Counsel representing public entities, including school districts, in the Judicial Council
Coordination Proceeding against electronic cigarette maker JUUL Labs, Inc.)
Allergan Biocell Textured Breast Implant Products Liability Litigation; MDL No. 2921 Case No. 2:19‐
md‐02921 (BRM)(JAD) United States District Court, District of New Jersey (Firm is serving as
court appointed Plaintiffs' Executive Committee for this multi‐district litigation against the
manufacturer of Allergan BIOCELL® textured breast implants and tissue expanders that have
resulted in an uncommon incidence of Breast Implant‐Associated Anaplastic Large Cell
Lymphoma (BIA‐ALCL), a rare cancer of the immune system.
Rachel Sheppard, et al v. Mandalay Bay, LLC., et al; Case No. A‐18‐769752‐C; Eighth Judicial
District Court, Clark County Nevada (Firm is serving as court appointed Plaintiffs’ 1 October
Litigation Leadership Group Co‐Lead Counsel representing thousands of victims and families of
those killed in a mass shooting from a window at the Mandalay Bay Resort & Casino in Las Vegas,
Nevada that left 58 people dead and hundreds more wounded from bullets or injuries sustained
at the Route 91 Harvest Festival.)
Woolsey Fire Cases; JCCP No. 5000; Filing in Case No. 18STCV08779; Superior Court for the State
of California, County of Los Angeles (Firm is serving as court appointed Individual Plaintiffs' Co‐
Lead Counsel in the coordinated Woolsey Fire Cases resulting from the deadly wildfire that
claimed three lives and consumed 1,643 homes and structures throughout Los Angeles and
Ventura counties in November 2018.)
Southern California Fire Case; JCCP No. 4965; Superior Court for the State of California, County of
Los Angeles (Firm is serving as court appointed Individual Plaintiffs Co‐Lead Counsel representing
more than 1,500 individuals who have filed cases against Southern California Edison for losses
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suffered as a result of the Thomas Fire in Santa Barbara and Ventura counties and subsequent
debris flows in Montecito, California.)
North Bay Fire Cases; JCCP 4955, Superior Court for the State of California, County of San
Francisco (The firm is serving as court appointed Plaintiffs' Executive Committee, representing
thousands of individual plaintiffs who have filed claims against PG&E as a result of the collective
North Bay Fires that led to the deaths of at least 43 people, the displacement of tens‐of‐
thousands more, the loss of more than 8,400 homes as well as the destruction of over 200,000
acres of land in Napa, Mendocino and Sonoma counties)
Olympus Duodenscope Cases; JCCP4885, Lead Case No. BC573399, Superior Court of the State of
California, County of Los Angeles (Firm is serving as court appointed Liaison and Lead Plaintiffs'
Counsel representing individuals harmed as a result of a defective medical scope that caused
patients to contract an antibiotic‐resistant superbug.)
Southern California Gas Leak Cases; JCCP 4861; Lead Case No. BC601884; Superior Court for the
State of California, County of Los Angeles (Firm is serving as court appointed Plaintiffs' Co‐Lead
Trial Counsel representing thousands of victims affected by the 2015 Porter Ranch Gas Well
Blowout at the Aliso Canyon Underground Storage Facility, owned and operated by Southern
California Gas Company.

Attorney Biographies

Rahul Ravipudi
Rahul Ravipudi is a partner at Panish Shea & Boyle LLP and has spent his legal career
handling catastrophic injury and wrongful death cases involving commercial
vehicles, pedestrians, industrial or construction accidents, utility negligence, dangerous
conditions of public and private property as well as cases of sexual abuse and sexual assault. Mr.
Ravipudi also represents consumers in class actions against businesses who engage in
unfair/illegal business practices and public entities in cases where corporations have endangered
the safety, health, property or comfort of the public.
Mr. Ravipudi currently serves as Public Entity Plaintiffs’ Co‐Lead Counsel in the JUUL Labs
Product Cases, representing school districts and other public entities in California involved in
litigation against the electronic cigarette manufacturer. Has also serves as Plaintiffs Co‐Lead
Counsel in the Southern California Fire Cases litigation arising out of the 2017 Thomas Fire and
subsequent debris flows in Montecito, California as well as on the Plaintiffs Executive Committee
in the California North Bay Fires litigation. Mr. Ravipudi previously served on the Steering
Committee in the Blythe bus crash litigation.
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Named 2017 Trial Lawyer of the Year by Consumer Attorneys Association of Los Angeles,
Mr. Ravipudi has obtained numerous landmark verdicts and settlements including a $160.5
million jury verdict for a man who suffered a traumatic brain injury as a result of a vicious beating
by security personnel for a nightclub, a $28,500,000+ settlement for a special needs student who
was catastrophically injured after being struck by a vehicle while under the care and supervision
of Victor Elementary School District (VESD) personnel, as well as a $23,500,000 settlement on
behalf of the family of Paul Lee, a 19‐year‐old non‐verbal autistic student who tragically died
aboard a Whittier school bus after the driver left him behind to engage in a sexual tryst with a
coworker. The Lee case was a catalyst for significant change in school transportation
with Governor Jerry Brown signing the “Paul Lee School Bus Safety Law” in September 2016,
requiring all school buses in the state of California to be equipped with a child safety alarm
system that must be deactivated by the bus driver before departing the bus. The new law will go
into effect at the start of the 2018‐19 school year and requires bus drivers to receive training in
child‐safety check procedures.
Committed to serving as an advocate for his clients, Mr. Ravipudi has obtained numerous
eight‐figure awards including a $20,500,000 jury verdict for the mother of a high school student
who was killed while walking to a bus stop, a $19,786,818 jury verdict for a man who suffered
severe burn and traumatic brain injuries when his rental home exploded as a result of Southern
California Gas Company negligence, a $13,935,550 jury verdict for 19‐year‐old pedestrian who
suffered extensive injuries as a result of being struck on the sidewalk by a vehicle driven by a Los
Angeles County employee, a $13,000,000 settlement for the children and parents of a woman
who was killed when her car was hit by a Hawthorne, California police officer, a $11,000,000
settlement for the family of a middle school student who drowned during a school‐sponsored
swim party, and $10 million for the family of an independent truck driver killed by an intoxicated
heavy lift operator at a stevedoring terminal in Long Beach. Mr. Ravipudi shared his insight into
successfully litigating cases against the stevedoring companies in an article entitled, “Danger on
the Docks – Where there is an injury or death on the waterfront, drugs or alcohol are too often
involved” published in the February 2011 edition of Advocate, journal of the Consumer Attorneys
Association of Los Angeles.
Additional recoveries obtained by Mr. Ravipudi include an $8,000,000 settlement for an
81‐year‐old woman who suffered severe spinal cord injuries after falling at a hotel, a $6,500,000
settlement for the two minor children and friend of a Southern California man who was killed
after being struck on the highway by a freight truck whose driver had fallen asleep behind the
wheel, a $6,000,ooo settlement for a woman who suffered severe burn injuries when a faucet in
the bathtub of her apartment detached and sprayed scalding hot water onto her body, a $5
million for an HVAC worker who suffered serious injuries when he fell through a skylight while
working on a customer’s roof, a $3.3 million gross jury verdict arising out of the death of a pest
control person crushed and killed when a semi‐truck reversed into him at a warehousing facility,
and $9 million from the State of California (Caltrans) when a 16‐year‐old girl on a restricted
license lost control of her vehicle and collided into a guardrail damaged two days earlier resulting
in a bilateral traumatic below knee amputations. This case involved significant appellate issues
which led to Mr. Ravipudi’s article, “Dealing with the state of California’s first line of defense –
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stonewalling any meaningful discovery” published in Advocate, Journal of Consumer Attorneys
Association of Los Angeles in February 2009.
In recognition of his outstanding trial efforts, some of the awards Mr. Ravipudi has
received include, but are not limited to:
2020 Top Plaintiffs Lawyer in California – Daily Journal
2020 Consumer Attorney of the Year Finalist – Consumer Attorneys of California
2020 Lawdragon 500 Leading Plaintiffs Consumer Lawyers
2020 Plaintiffs Lawyer Trailblazer – National Law Journal
2019 Plaintiffs Lawyer Trailblazer — National Law Journal
2019 Trailblazer Award – South Asian Bar Association of Southern California
2019 Consumer Attorney of the Year finalist – Consumer Attorneys of California
2018 Consumer Attorney of the Year finalist – Consumer Attorneys of California
2017 Trial Lawyer of the Year – Consumer Attorneys Association of Los Angeles
2017 Consumer Attorney of the Year finalist – Consumer Attorneys of California
2017 Top Plaintiffs Lawyers of California – Daily Journal
2017 Top 100 Lawyers of California – Daily Journal
2016 Trial Lawyer of the Year finalist – Consumer Attorneys Association of Los Angeles
2016 Consumer Attorney of the Year finalist – Consumer Attorneys of California
2016 Top Verdict By Impact – Daily Journal
2015 Trial Lawyer of the Year finalist – Consumer Attorneys Association of Los Angeles
2014 Top 20 Under 40 – Daily Journal
In addition, Mr. Ravipudi has been consistently ranked top in his profession for his work
in Personal Injury Litigation – Plaintiffs with annual inclusion to Best Lawyers since 2013 and
selection to the Super Lawyers list since 2014, the latter of which recognizes no more than five
percent of attorneys in the state. Mr. Ravipudi was previously selected as a Super Lawyers
“Rising Star” from 2006‐2013 – an honor awarded to the top 2.5 percent of lawyers in the
Southern California area under 40 years of age.
Prior to joining Panish Shea & Boyle, Mr. Ravipudi worked at another consumer law firm
where his work helped recover over $4 billion for his clients. He participated as co‐lead class
counsel in a consumer class action case brought on behalf of all gas and electricity rate payers in
the State of California against El Paso Natural Gas Company and Sempra Energy. This case arose
out of the California Energy Crisis of 2000/2001 and resulted in the recovery of more than $3.5
billion in restitution to California utility customers. To date, this is recognized as one of the
largest antitrust settlements in American history.
Mr. Ravipudi also participated as co‐lead counsel on an antitrust class action case
brought on behalf of all gas and electricity rate payers in California against Reliant Energy
Services and other energy traders for manipulating the California natural gas market by engaging
in wash trades, churning, and false reporting. Hundreds of millions of dollars were recovered for
rate payers of the State of California as well.
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Co‐Founder of the Elawvate Podcast with Ben Gideon, Mr. Ravipudi is a frequent speaker
on various topics, including class action litigation and trial tactics and actively publishes articles in
industry journals and trade publications. In 2010, he was profiled in the California Law & Politics
magazine in an article entitled “Class Act(ion).”
Mr. Ravipudi is an Associate of the American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA) where he
serves on the Executive Committee for the Los Angeles Chapter and as a member of the
Diversity of Membership Committee for LA ABOTA. He is also a Board Representative for
National ABOTA, a member of the National ABOTA Diversity of Membership Committee as well
as a member of the National ABOTA Save Our Juries Committee. He also serves on the Nevada
Justice Association Education Committee.
Mr. Ravipudi is a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers, a Fellow of the
International Academy of Trial Lawyers, and a Fellow of the International Society of Barristers. An
active member of the Consumer Attorneys of California (CAOC), Mr. Ravipudi is also a member of
the Consumer Attorneys Association of Los Angeles (CAALA), the South Asian Bar Association
(SABA) where he is also on the Steering Committee, and he is a member of the Association of
Business Trial Lawyers (ABTL).
He is actively involved in local, statewide and national bar associations and public interest
groups, serving as the Board of Governor for CAALA, Litigation Chair for the North American
South Asian Bar Association, Board Member for the Loyola Law School Advocacy Institute and an
honorary Board Member for the Los Angeles Trial Lawyer Charities (LATLC). He has previously
served as Treasurer of the South Asian Bar Association Public Interest Foundation and is an
active supporter of Children’s Hospital Los Angeles.
Mr. Ravipudi received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics and Minor in Chemistry
from the University of California, Riverside and his law degree from Loyola Law School where he
has served as an adjunct professor teaching Trial Advocacy since 2008.

Jesse Creed
Jesse Creed is a trial attorney with Panish Shea & Boyle LLP. After graduating from
Princeton University summa cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa, Mr. Creed graduated law school
from Columbia Law School in New York City, where he was a James Kent scholar all three years
(top 1‐3% of his class) and earned prizes for achieving the highest marks in constitutional law and
property. He taught constitutional law to first‐year students, served on the Columbia Law
Review, and was a research assistant to former Commissioner of the Securities & Exchange
Commission, Harvey Goldschmid. He served as a law clerk to Judge William Fletcher of the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit and to Judge Diana Motz of the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Fourth Circuit.
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With a specialization in mass torts, Mr. Creed is leading the plaintiffs in the Porter
Ranch/Aliso Canyon Gas Well Blowout litigation that resulted in one of the largest mass torts in
California history brought against the Southern California Gas Company and Sempra Energy. Due
to his tenacity and persistence, Mr. Creed obtained a court order ordering the Defendants in
that action to produce hundreds of thousands of withheld documents, finding defendants’
violation of multiple court orders was willful and in bad faith. Mr. Creed’s efforts have resulted
in one of the largest discovery sanction awards in California history, including a sanction that
Defendants reopen over a hundred depositions at their cost and expense.
Mr. Creed has also taken leadership roles in the mass torts against USA Gymnastics and
the United States Olympic and Paralympic Committee for the sexual abuse of Dr. Larry
Nassar, against Roche Pharmaceuticals for permanent neuropsychiatric symptoms from Lariam,
against Boeing for the Ethiopian Airlines crash involving the 737MAX, against JUUL Labs on
behalf of California public school districts for the public nuisance and its impact on student
learning in California, and many others.
Prior to joining the firm in 2018, Mr. Creed fought passionately on behalf of homeless
and disabled military veterans in a decades‐long, high‐profile battle with the VA over the use of
the 388‐acre campus in West Los Angeles. He led Vets Advocacy, a legal and policy advocacy
nonprofit, formed out of the landmark Valentini v. Shinseki class action litigation where he
represented a class of homeless and disabled veterans that led to a commitment from the VA to
build at least 1,200 homes for homeless veterans at the West LA VA campus, Congressional
legislation for his clients (the “West Los Angeles Leasing Act of 2016”), and an unprecedented
public‐private partnership involving the federal government, the City and County of Los Angeles,
and attorneys for the Valentini plaintiffs. This litigation also led to a wholesale uprooting of
corruption at the VA, resulting in the criminal conviction of a high‐level VA official for bribery, a
wide‐ranging VA Inspector General report, and the indictment of an individual stealing millions
from veterans. For his legal work, he was awarded the prestigious California Lawyer’s Attorneys
of the Year Award.
In addition to handling aspects of the Valentini litigation with his previous firm, Munger,
Tolles & Olson, LLP, Mr. Creed represented a whistleblower in a multi‐billion dollar securities
investigation by the Department of Justice and the Securities & Exchange Commission, the board
of directors of Facebook in a derivative securities litigation, and Emeco, Inc. in a trade dress
infringement suit against Restoration Hardware, among other matters.

WHITNEY SMITH
Whitney T. Smith is an attorney at Panish Shea & Boyle LLP and focuses her practice
on wrongful death, catastrophic personal injury, and premises liability cases throughout
California and Nevada. Motivated by her passion to serve others and her community, Ms. Smith
is dedicated to ensuring her clients receive the maximum recovery available and holding
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corporations, public entities and individuals accountable for their negligence in causing her
clients harm.
Prior to joining the firm as an attorney, Ms. Smith gained several years of legal
experience working as a summer clerk at Panish Shea & Boyle LLP and later transitioning into a
paralegal position at the firm. In that role, she was part of the legal teams that achieved some of
the firm’s landmark verdicts and settlements including Diao v. Southern California Gas Company,
Jun v. Chaffey Joint Union High School District, Casillas v. Landstar Ranger Inc., and Lee v. Pupil
Transportation Cooperative
As an attorney with the firm, Ms. Smith has assisted Panish Shea & Boyle LLP partner
Rahul Ravipudi and attorney Paul Traina in obtaining multiple seven‐figure settlements for their
clients. In her first year as a lawyer, she had two trials under her belt with many more to come.
In October 2019, Ms. Smith and attorney Jake Douglass won a hard‐fought victory against the
County of Los Angeles when the jury awarded the plaintiff $513,485.22. Prior to trial, the County
had offered the plaintiff just $15,000.00 to settle the case.
A 2018 graduate of Southwestern Law School and proud recipient of the
Wildman/Schumacher Scholarship, Ms. Smith continued to work full‐time at Panish Shea & Boyle
LLP while attending school and serving as a research assistant for one of her professors. She
graduated cum laude from Central Michigan University with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Political Science and a minor in Philosophy.
Ms. Smith is admitted to practice law throughout California and Nevada and is an active
member of the Consumer Attorneys Association of Los Angeles (CAALA), Nevada Justice
Association (NJA), American Association for Justice (AAJ), and Consumer Attorneys of California
(CAOC).

